
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
10:30am

All are Welcome!

Bethel Church Office (Krysta)
Tuesday, Wed (am) & Thursday

office@bethelemc.org
403-337-2355

Pastor Kelly Sikstrom
pastorkelly@bethelemc.org

Pastor Chris Neufeld
pastorchris@bethelemc.org

Childrens Ministries (Natalie)
Tuesdays & Thursdays

childrensministry@bethelemc.org

Finance (Karen)
Tuesdays

finance@bethelemc.org

CONTACT US!

EVENTS CALENDAR

To view the most up to date
"Calendar of Events" 

Bethel's
Monthly Calendar
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M A R C H  2 0 2 4

Just as Advent helps prepare our hearts for the
birth of Jesus, during Lent we think about how
much Jesus gave up for us on the cross and
prepares us for the celebration of the
resurrection at Easter.  

Lent began on February 14 and runs through
until March 28.  Back in February Children’s
Ministry emailed out a Daily Lent Activity
Booklet containing short daily readings to
enjoy as a family.  They only take 10 minutes of
your day and helps everyone to focus on Jesus
and talk about things that matter to you as
you live your life as his friend.

If you missed receiving this emai - let us know!  
We would be happy to email the booklet to
you again, or hardcopies can be found in the
foyer!      - Children’s Ministry

https://www.bethelemc.org/calendar
https://www.bethelemc.org/calendar


LET’S TALK ABOUT MONEY

Let’s talk about money. I’ve been reading an excellent book by Sharon Hodde Miller called, Control: Why
We Crave It, the Anxiety it Gives Us, and Real Power God Promises. One of the chapters in this book is on
our relationship with money and the false sense of control that finances can give. 

Why should we talk about money? Because Jesus did. Jesus spoke about money frequently. For Him,
money was a discipleship issue – your relationship with money provides a window into your heart and soul.
The entire Bible is full of wise counsel and direct warnings about money. Money is a key topic in the pages
of Scripture. 

 ‘If your wealth increases, don’t make it the center of your life.’ (Psalm 62:10)

‘Don’t wear yourself out trying to get rich. Be wise enough to know when to quit. In the blink of an
eye wealth disappears, for it will sprout wings and fly away like an eagle.’ (Proverbs 23:4-5)

‘Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which is so
unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. Tell them
to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good works and generous to those in need,
always being ready to share with others. By doing this they will be storing up their treasure as a
good foundation for the future so that they may experience true life.’ (1 Timothy 6:17-19)

‘Those who love money will never have enough. How meaningless to think that wealth brings true
happiness!’ (Ecclesiastes 5:10). 

This last Scripture passage points out the temptation to put our hope and trust in money… and the false
belief that more money will bring more happiness. 

Now, just to be clear, the desire for ‘enough’ money is different than the desire for ‘more’ money. The Bible
repeatedly shows us God’s heart to care and provide for those who are lacking and in need. A desire for
‘enough’ money is not selfish or greedy. It is ok and good to ask God to provide enough money for food,
bills, rent/ mortgage, gas in the vehicle, monthly expenses, and simple treats to enjoy with your family. We
live in a fallen and broken world, and the struggle for so many people to simply have enough is a clear
display of this.    

Most of the warnings about money in the Scriptures are not for those who have very little, they are for
those who already have more than they need – and they keep pursuing after more and more. It can be
hard for us to perceive this reality in our own lives. It is difficult to see and acknowledge the ways we look
to money for security, stability, and identity; which might explain why Jesus spoke about it so much. He
wants us to see something that is hard for us to see on our own.
                                                                                                                                                  Continued on Next Page ....

A Message From  Pastor Kelly Sikstrom ...

BETHEL SENIORS' PRAYER FELLOWSHIP

Wednesday March 27th, 2:30 – 4:00 at the Church

We’ll focus on a time of prayer, singing, fellowship and refreshments. 
More details to come in the weeks ahead! 

For any questions, contact John Silcox, Bruce Lynn or Neil Carleton.

BETHEL SENIORS’  PRAYER FELLOWSHIP



Pastor Kelly's message continued ... 

The truth is that the more money we have, the more attached we become to it; it takes more discipline to
tithe, to be generous, to give to others. The more money we have, the more we will put our trust in it,
instead of trusting in God – this is human nature. Money constantly aims to seduce and capture our
hearts. The Bible warns that money can become our master, wealth can become our god, and our bank
account can consume our affections.

Money in itself is not sinful or wrong. You can be a Godly person and also be wealthy (globally speaking,
most of us would be considered wealthy). Money is neutral on its own – it’s what we do with it and the
place it holds in our lives that can become a problem. We can even use our money for good things, while
still allowing it to have a place of control and mastery over us. 

When it comes to money, the primary instruction of Scripture (and the teachings of Jesus), is to practice
radical generosity with what you have – ‘Give, and it will be given to you!’ (Luke 6:38). Generosity is the
greatest antidote to the unavoidable temptation of allowing money to become your master, your god,
and the source of your trust. 

Generosity is not only for the benefit and good of others – it is beneficial and good FOR YOU! Generosity
sets us free from the empty promises and lies of money. It guards our hearts from making an idol out of
money. It delivers us from the pursuit and obsession with money that consumes our world. And –
generosity is a beautiful reflection of the heart of God.

God can be described as GENEROUS. He is generous in love, in grace, in blessings, in power, in hope, in
wisdom, and in truth. He doesn’t hold anything back from us – not even, His only begotten Son, who He
generously provided as a substitute payment for the penalty of our sin. The generosity of God has
transformed and shaped our lives. He was generous in creating this world for us, giving us life, providing
healthy minds and bodies, blessing us with ‘good and perfect gifts,’ and removing the barrier of sin that
kept us separated from Him. He is a generous God – and He wants us to be generous too.

Since the beginning of our marriage, Coralie and I have given our tithe and offering to God as a ‘first-fruit’
of each month: before we pay bills, or buy groceries, or pay for kid’s activities. This is a test of faith at times,
but a commitment we have made. We are committed to avoiding unnecessary debt and living within our
means. We do our best to save for bigger expenses and family holiday times. We try to be open-handed
with what God has given to us, and be ready to give to the needs of others we are aware of.

At Bethel Church, we are blessed by the generosity of many who faithfully give to the ministry of the
church. We have practical expenses to care for, and there are many ways we want to see every dollar
given be used for God’s purposes and glory. It is all from Him, for Him, and to Him.  A long time ago, I
remember hearing someone say: We don’t give equal financial offerings to the church, but we give God
equal worship and thanksgiving, as we place our trust in Him.

A prayer of confession (written by Sharon Hodde Miller):

Jesus, you know me better than I know myself. You know my heart, and you know all the
secret idols tucked away in the shadows of my soul. Because you know this, you have
warned me – and everyone you love – to be wary of wealth. You know how it swallows up
our focus and our dreams. You know how easily we trust in it, instead of you, and you know
what this does to our lives. I confess that I have not always believed you – not really – when
you have cautioned me about this spiritual peril. I confess that my income has influenced
my contentment and that I have sought a sense of control through finances. Convict me of
the vanity of this idolatry and help me to trust you truly. Amen. 



UNSTOPPABLE WITNESS – ACTS 4:13-22

~ “…we cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard.” ~

Over the past few weeks, we’ve been exploring and encouraging our youth toward four spiritual habits
which we are to make part of the “rhythm” of our life: spending time with God, using your gifts, sharing
your story, and spending time with others. At the time of writing this, we had just talked about the third
spiritual habit, that is, sharing your story. You know, it’s fairly cut and dry to make a habit of spending time
with God, spending time with others, and in many cases using gifts. But sharing my story? Have I made
that a habit? Should I?

Let’s talk about what ‘sharing your story’ means scripturally first. At the beginning of Acts, Jesus tells his
disciples, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all of Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
I think that word ‘witness’ is a good place to start, especially because Jesus seemed quite clear with the
disciples that He wanted them to continue to be witnesses until the whole world knew about Jesus. So, we
can easily infer that the disciples were commanded to make sharing their story a habit. But as we know,
the whole world doesn’t know who Jesus is and so the legacy of the disciples is passed to all of us who have
been called according to the purposes of God. 

So, if this precedent of sharing our stories as a habit is passed to us from the disciples, how might we find
encouragement to make it a habit and rhythm in our lives? Perhaps let’s look to Peter and John who had
these audacious words for the religious leaders trying to stop them from speaking about Jesus, “[W]e
cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard.” Indeed, this habit of witnessing to Jesus
was so formulated in their lives that it was unstoppable!

If you read the passage starting at verse 13, you might take note of a few observations:

1) They were bold. Take heed of God’s words given over and over again in scripture that for those who are
doing the will of the Father, He is with them. Take courage! God is with you as you bear witness about Him.
So don’t stay silent, speak about what God has done. Even if it seems like the person or group of people you
are sharing your life with don’t want to hear it remember that God’s Spirit is with you. You can be sure that
He can and will do what he desires to do through your faithfulness to speak. If you are struggling to be
bold, consider the fact that right after this trial with the religious leaders experienced by Peter and John,
the Church’s one request of God was to “speak [His] word with all boldness (v.29).” Do the same! Pray that
God will grant you boldness as well!

2) They were uneducated and ordinary. It surprised the religious leaders a great deal that these two men
who were ‘nothing special’ were speaking with such conviction and care about the Scriptures. But in God’s
economy and among those who know the way God’s Spirit works, there should be no surprise. And yet,
when it comes to sharing our stories, we often consider ourselves and our stories to be ‘nothing special’. So
many of us think we have nothing to share because we’re not pastors or ministry professionals or Bible
scholars, or because our lives have had no great conversion stories to tell. Perhaps we feel our witness is
weak because of these things. And you know, maybe that’s a good thing because I don’t think I need to tell
you what God can do in our weakness! Simply sharing how God has revealed himself in the small things,
simply sharing a word from scripture that impacted you for the day, simply sharing the places in your life
where you are struggling but believing God will see you through, these initiatives can have greater impact
than you will know because God is faithful. No story about Jesus is ‘ordinary’!
                                                                                                                                                                Continued next page ...

A Message From  Pastor Chris Neufeld ...



Pastor Chris’s message continued ... 

3) They were recognized as those who had been with Jesus. Though the religious leaders had likely
physically seen these disciples with Jesus, I think we can read this also that Jesus had rubbed off on Peter
and John. They were seeing similarities between these discipes and Jesus Himself. Let us be careful with
our witness. Do we look like those who had been with Jesus? Has Jesus rubbed off on us? It may be good
to ask some trusted friends or even family, “Do you see Jesus in me?” If so, what you say about Jesus will
come with the great impact of a life that matches up. If not, even then we are not exempt. Because our
witness can come in our vulnerability. When our witness is one of confession and humility, where we can
admit to and open up our lives to the correction that needs to take place in our lives, such a witness
should not stay silent. This is witnessing to what is true (confession) and how God’s word works in our lives
(through humility).

4) They spoke what they had seen and heard. Peter and John were called to be witnesses of Jesus, not
salesmen of Jesus products. What I mean is that what they spoke was to come from their lives, what God
had made known to them. Their witness was a part of them and so everything they spoke was from their
heart, something that they experienced, something they knew intimately because Jesus’ story had
become their story. Sharing our story must come with a vulnerability.  If we throw Bible passages and
principles that we’ve never witnessed taking shape in our lives at others, we are not really being witnesses,
are we? But be encouraged by this! You don’t need to have everything figured out to be a witness. You
don’t have to have answers to every question. You can just share what God has made known to you.

You are called to be Jesus’ witnesses wherever you go.  Testimony is not a one-time thing you do at a
baptism; it’s ongoing! You’re not done being Jesus’ witness until He tells you. So, keep sharing your story
by telling what you have seen God do and what you have listened to from His Word. Be an unstoppable
witness! 

Pastor Chris Neufeld

QUESTIONS?
Email Pastor Chris at: pastorchris@bethelemc.org
Call: 403-337-2355 or text: 403-796-8890 during office hours.

 

BYG News
BYG SCHEDULE

FRIDAY, MARCH 1, 6:30pm - BYG NIGHT

SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 12:30pm - BYG SENIOR HIGH

FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 6:30pm - BYG NIGHT

WED., MARCH 13, 4:30pm - BYG JAM REHEARSAL

FRIDAY, MARCH 15, 6:30pm - BYG NIGHT

SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 4:30pm - BYG JAM Lead Worship

FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 6:30pm - BYG NIGHT

SATURDAY, MARCH 23 - YOUTH EVENT @ DIDSBURY
          

BETHEL EMC WEBSITE

Sundays Livestream Link

Sermon Archives

Calendar of Events

Ministries

Giving Information

Weekly Bulletins

Resources & Schedules

       www.bethelemc.org

https://www.bethelemc.org/


Facility Bookings
We are incredibly blessed that Bethel Church is such a beautiful and functional
facility for us to use day to day!  The facility is used for many different functions and
events throughout the week (bible studies, special events, meetings, small groups,
worship, concerts, private bookings, youth, etc).  If you would like to reserve a
specific room or date to use the facility, please contact Krysta at the Church Office
via email or phone.  We do need to check to make sure that the date/time and area
that you would like to use is available - to prevent any overlap or double bookings.  As
well, there is a "Facilities Use Form" that must be completed for all private bookings.   
Thank you so much, we appreciate your cooperation!   

Mark your calendars and join us!



Missions News

 Get to Know the Elias’ Ministry + Home on Wheels Fundraiser!
 
Kevin and Kim Elias, along with their posse of boys, have been actively  involved in an itinerant music ministry
among the First  Nation people throughout B.C., Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba over this past year. This
has been a growing part of their lives for many years and God continues to impress upon their hearts the need
for engagement with these dear people through the gifts He has given them.  Bethel Church is grateful to join
with them in this ministry. On their extended trips across western Canada, with their growing family and an
assortment of instruments, their aging motorhome has been limping along, causing more and more reason for
concern."
 
We would like to invite each and every one of you to partner together, as a family of believers, to help the Elias
family to have the funds  needed to purchase a ‘new to them’ motorhome for their ministry trips.
 
Join us for a fun, family friendly evening to hear the Eliases' story and their vision for ministry among the First
Nations people of Canada. The evening will include a free supper, great music, a silent auction, treats for the
kids, and a LIVE dessert auction to wrap up the evening.

  
       Saturday evening, March 16th at Bethel Church!
                               Doors open at 5:00 p.m. 
                         and Supper starts at 5:30 p.m.
 

All donations must be given directly to Kevin & Kim Elias, 
       and will be put directly towards their motorhome 
       purchase. 

Bethel Church cannot issue a tax receipt for any       
       donations given.
 

                

Right Now Media
RightNow Media is a free online video resource available to our entire church body. 

You can find small group bible study material, video devotionals, leadership conferences, and much more!

Contact the Bethel  
office to receive your

invitation to get started!  

How does it work?
We send you the  

invitation via email, 
and all you have to do is

accept the invitation
and then you're good to

set up your personal
account and
preferences!



Rivers Edge Camp

2024 SUMMER CAMPING SEASON
Registration Open.

https://riversedgecamp.org/summer-camps/
See the website for prices.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

RIVERS EDGE AGM
APRIL 6TH

WORK PARTY 
AT THE CAMP
JUNE 8TH

MORE DETAILS 
TO COME!

Sunday
School
News

https://riversedgecamp.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1fce96b3af6a8999bbcacc3df&id=935ba9fbb9&e=52ce79ea87


Upcoming Events



Visitors & Newcomers
WELCOME TO BETHEL CHURCH!

Are you new to Bethel, just visiting, or new to the community? 

Here are a few Bethel areas that may be of interest and information for you!

Children’s SUNDAY SCHOOL ... if you would like more information on our Childrens
Sunday School classes, please let us know!   Natalie Killam heads  up our Children’s 
Ministry and she’d love to chat with you! 

There are “VISITOR CARDS” in the pockets of the sanctuary chairs.   Please feel free to fill one out when you're at
the church and place it in the VISITOR BOX (on the foyer table).  We’d love to know more about you!  

There are also teal colored “VISITOR FOLDERS” on the front table in the foyer.  Please help yourself to one!   The
folder is filled with information about Bethel, to help you get to know us! 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP time follows every service in the café area! Feel free to wander over to the area (East side),
and enjoy a cup of coffee and a time of fellowship with new faces! 

If you are a new, regular attender to Bethel and would like to be included on Bethel’s “Prayer and  Information”
email list; the Congregation Phone List; Right Now Media; and have a mailbox in the foyer — please let Krysta at
the Church Office know, and she would be happy to arrange all of that for you!  

www.focusonthefamily.ca

All current and archived EMCC Magazines
and Resources are available at:

 (click here)
https://www.emcc.ca/emcctogether/ 

https://info.focusonthefamily.ca/magazine-subscription?utm_source=focusonthefamily.ca&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=recommended_resource&_ga=2.255873993.319644686.1708792172-1675150059.1708792172
https://www.emcc.ca/emcctogether/
https://www.emcc.ca/emcctogether/
https://www.emcc.ca/emcctogether/
https://www.emcc.ca/emcctogether/


‘OVERFLOWING’ ALBERTA WOMENS CONFERENCE
 

Kathy Morales, our guest speaker from Ladies Retreat 2023 and Team Leader of the Canadian 
National Baptist Convention (CNBC) has invited the women of Bethel to attend Overflowing, 

a women's conference intended to inspire, encourage, and equip women to overflow 
with Jesus in their personal circles of influence. 

This one-day conference will feature dynamic keynote speakers, engaging breakout sessions, worship,
lunch, and time to connect with other
women of the faith.   

We’ll dive deep into discovering what it
means to live a life overflowing.  

The conference is taking place on April 27
 in Red Deer at Home Church. 

Womens Ministry

More details and tickets can be found at:
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/overflowing-

alberta-tickets-776393603167?
aff=oddtdtcreator

   Or use the QR code provided on the
invitation (to the right).

Early Bird price of $35 ends March 4! 
 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY OF PRAYER

The Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada is
inviting women from all different churches to
attend the International Women’s Day of Prayer.
This is an interdenominational gathering that has
gathered women from 150 countries together to
pray, for relevant issues that affect women and
children.

The local event will be held at the United Church
of Carstairs on Friday, March 1st at 1:30.   

The service typically lasts approximately one hour,
and followed with refreshments. The organizers are
looking for any ladies interested in doing a
liturgical reading/prayer (prepared for you), and
would also like to have a general sense of numbers
for preparing the food afterwards. 

If you are interested in attending or helping with a
reading, please RSVP as soon as possible to 

Rachel Reid at 403-312-9360. 
More information can be found at:

https://wicc.org/world-day-of-prayer/what-is-wdp/
     

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/overflowing-alberta-tickets-776393603167?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/overflowing-alberta-tickets-776393603167?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/overflowing-alberta-tickets-776393603167?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://wicc.org/world-day-of-prayer/what-is-wdp/


Womens Ministry


